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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment filed 8/2/2004 cancelled claims 1-32 and added new 
claims 33-53. The new claims represent subject matter which was previously not 
claimed, therefore the prior art rejections presented earlier are not applicable and have 
been withdrawn. The prior art rejection in view of Besemer has been withdrawn since 
Besemer does not teach or suggest a plurality of interconnects as claimed. 

Drawings 

The proposed drawing corrections are acknowledged and approved by the 
examiner. Formal drawings incorporating the proposed changes are now required. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
eve^ feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, me an apparatus for 
analysis of a plurality of biochips comprising a plurality of stations, a plurality 
thermocontrollers, a plurality of interconnects illustrated as claimed, a signal generator, 
and a detector, in a single figure must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
Prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." 
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If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 



removed 



from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 

renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views 

of the drawings for consistency. 

Additional replacement sheets may be necessa ry to show the renumbering of the 

remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in 
•he page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are no. accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyai 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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Claims 33-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventory at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. In the amendment filed 8/2/2004, applicant 
asserts that support for the new claims can be found in figures 71-73 and pages 10-1 1 
of the specification. Pages 10-11 of the specification contains the "Brief Description of 
the Drawings". 
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Where in the "Detailed Description of the Invention" section of the 1 32 page 
specification is the now claimed invention described ? Where in the Summary of the 
Invention" section is the claimed invention described ? 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US patent 6,225,059 is considered to be generally related to the 
claimed invention. 

Conclusion 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. App.icant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to David A Redding whose telephone number is 571-272- 

1276. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 6:00 - 3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Warden can be reached on 571-272-1281. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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